North Cave
Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan

North Cave is a place of special architectural and
historic interest.
This appraisal sets out the features that
contribute to its distinctiveness and identifies
opportunities for its protection and
enhancement.
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Fig 1: Westgate 1900, from the East Riding of Yorkshire Councils Archives

1. Special Interest and Character
Statement
Few of the East Riding’s villages benefit
from such a fortuitous blend of natural
and non-natural assets, making North
Cave one of the area’s most significant
Conservation Areas.
First there is water, which appears in the
form of a substantial lake to the north of
the Church and Manor Farm. Alongside
this is a fast running stream, the Mires
Beck which runs from end to end of the
Conservation Area, and forms its spine.
This is enhanced by significant tree-cover,
particularly on its north bank.
And then there is its varied and
characterful architecture, much of which
is in local Wolds stone, (oolite limestone),
and which is embellished by significant
architectural detailing, in particular in its
doors and door casings.

Fig 2: Manor Farm Grade 2

2. Introduction
i. The Character and Appearance of the
Conservation Area at North Cave
This document identifies the character, setting
and appearance of North Cave in terms of its
special architectural and historic features. The
appraisal states how these special features
should be preserved and enhanced and will be
useful to potential developers, residents and
businesses and to the Council in the making of
development management decisions and
environmental improvements.
ii. Reappraisal notes
The North Cave Conservation Area was
designated in 1974, with the reappraisal done in
2009. The original Conservation Area appraisal
and map covered the core elements of the
Conservation Area and several areas of adjoining
open land. Over the past decade little has
changed, apart from small amounts of infill
development with larger houses on the back of
pavement or set back in the gardens of older
housing.

iii. Definition of North Cave’s Special Interest
The special interest of the North Cave
Conservation Area is its progression from what is
believed to have been a much plainer linear
settlement around the Church to a much larger
village made up of three parallel streets,
Nordham, Church Street and Westgate, which run
northeast to southwest. It is on the edge of the
Estate of Hotham and has good views across open
fields. Most properties have well kept large
cottage gardens with traditional boundary
treatments. There is also something special in the
vernacular features of the properties, which are
more gentrified than what is seen in a typical
rural/agricultural village of the East Riding.

Fig 3: North Cave Village Pub ‘The White Hart’

The Village layout has been created through an
amalgamation of its history and evolution and
also based on its topography. This is formed of
open spaces, buildings and the natural
environment, which are defined in this appraisal
document and the following North Cave Special
Interest and Character Statement.
The Central Governments National Planning
Policy, (16) para 191, states “When considering
the designation of conservation areas, local
planning authorities should ensure that an area
justifies such status because of its special
architectural or historic interest, and that the
concept of conservation is not devalued through
the designation of areas that lack special interest”.

Fig 4: A traditional dry stone wall, being one of the most common
boundary treatments

3. Extent of the Conservation Area
i. Extent of the conservation area
This conservation area review for North Cave closely
follows the framework for an appraisal in Historic
England's Advice Note 1: Conservation Area Appraisal,
Designation and Management (February 2019).
The survey work was carried out between July 2021 and
January 2022. Current guidance states that conservation
area boundaries must be clearly based on analysis of
the architectural and historic character of the area. For
this reason any boundary must reflect the character
defined in this appraisal. It would not be acceptable to
include part of an area of a specific character and not
another.
Inclusion of a character area within the conservation
area must depend on an analysis of its historic
importance and significance.

Green Spaces (private & public)

Conservation area designation is primarily used to set a
standard of development. It is not intended that
development in conservation areas is prevented
altogether, but that it is monitored and controlled to
ensure that proposals within or adjacent to the
proposed conservation area are sympathetic to its
special character, and that it does not cause the
destruction of key features that are essential to fully
appreciate this important site within its historical and
architectural context.

Listed Buildings
(not including curtilage)
Conservation Area (2021)
Key Mid-Distance Views
Long Distance Views

North Cave Conservation Area Boundary Map

4. Assessing the Special
Interest

Fig 5: Traditional Farm Building on Nordham

4. Summary of Special Interest
i. North Cave represents the fortuitous blend of the
natural and non natural environment, making it one
of the East Ridings most picturesque Villages. The
special interest of the conservation area can be
summarised As follows;

•

•

•

It is from the conjunction of several different
natural and man-made elements that North
Cave’s specialness is derived, from the vast
amounts of water in the Conservation Area in the
form of a lake, wetlands and becks to the
significant tree cover surrounding.
History, architecture, the surrounding
Countryside and the character of spaces within
the conservation area are all positive elements of
North Cave. These help to shape its distinctive
Character, one that is well worthy of Protection.
One of the less usual features found in North
Cave when compared with other East Riding
villages is the abundance of ornate historic door
frames. This detailing is not confined to its
grander buildings, but can also be found on
several smaller houses.
An important landscape feature in the
Conservation Area is the parkland of Hotham
Hall, the house built circa. 1720. The parkland

ii. Summary of Issues
gives an ‘estate village feel’ to the houses on
Nordham, which have views across the formal
parkland surrounding.
• To the southeast of the North Cave Conservation
Area lies the 'Intermediate Sloping Farmland'
Landscape Character Area. The Landscape
Character Assessment recognises that this area
forms the southwestern escarpment of the
Yorkshire Wolds and extends for North Cave and
south of Everthorpe south to the edge of
Elloughton cum Brough. This all adds to the
picturesque views seen from around the
Conservation Area.
• North Cave has a long, varied history with mainly
18th century agricultural origins. Throughout the
18th and 19th Centuries the village grew,
eventually becoming the large village as seen
Today.
• The majority of development is from the 18th and
19th century, including small rubble stone
cottages, larger detached village homes with
distinctive wooden door surrounds, small Terrace
rows and large historic farm Buildings. The fact
that farming is not as widely practised within the
village as it once was, does not detract from the
rural Character of it.

North Cave justifies its conservation area status
through its special architectural and historic
interest. The area has been affected in the past by
developments which may not be in keeping with the
historic character.
There is therefore a need for guidance to preserve
and enhance the area. The protection of the special
character of the conservation area depends on
positive conservation management provided in this
document. The following key issues have been
identified:
▪Risk of inappropriate infill development.
▪ Inappropriate materials used on new build
properties.
▪Poor choice of materials during the replacement of
historic features.
▪The loss of positive architectural features
▪ Inappropriate development affecting important
views both towards, away from and within the
conservation area.
▪Demolition of older properties and outbuildings.
▪Sheer volume of traffic through the village
▪New development built away from the ‘build line’
of the street

4. Assessing the Special Interest
170 years, which adds to the overall character and charm of
North Cave. The majority of properties are back of
pavement with the later ones mainly being set back from
the road behind gardens. Nordham has changed the most
over the years, it has seen the loss of many of its older
properties being replaced by housing developments from
the latter part of the 20th century. Green spaces, being both
public and private play a key role in the Character of the
ii. Layout and Disposition
North Cave is made up of three parallel streets, Nordham, North Cave Conservation Area, gardens are well tended and
public green spaces are looked after creating a positive
Church Street and Westgate, which run northeast to setting in the village.
southwest. The first two are separated by the millstream,
which is usually clear and fast flowing, bringing water from There are three Sites of Nature Conservation Importance in
the vicinity of the Conservation Area. These are, from north
off the Wolds.
to south, North Cave Beck and Fish Ponds (located just to
the north of the gardens of Westgate), Mire Beck, a
There are connections to South Cave to the east, and to
South Cliffe and Market Weighton to the north, but with the privately owned pond just southwest of the Conservation
Area and North Cave Railway Line designated for its
main route out of the village being, via Westgate to the
M62, linking it to the motorway network. Certainly the most grassland and scrub communities.
stylish of the three was Westgate, which today includes
eleven listed buildings, mainly dating from the 18th century. Special mention should be made to the sympathetically
restored Manor Farm which acts as an almost ‘boundary
Perhaps this is because it was a turnpiked road as from
feature’ when leaving or entering the Conservation Area
1774.
from Wold Hill. The size of the farm itself and its well kept
gardens all add to the positive character of the
Church Street is however the central focus of the village,
Conservation Area and as a group with the vicarage and
with No.30 being reputed to be the birthplace (in 1855) of
Sir Alfred Gelder, the leading Hull architect, after whom one Church make for a positive setting to this part of the
Conservation Area.
of that city’s main streets is named. What is the most
important about North Cave is the high proportion of pre
1852 buildings which have survived in the village and have
been sympathetically restored. This means the street scene
has changed very little (especially on Westgate) over the last
i. Location and Setting
North Cave is a village and civil parish in the East Riding of
Yorkshire, England. It is situated 15 miles (24 km) to the
west of Hull city centre on the B1230 road. South Cave is
approximately 2 miles (3 km) to the south-east.

Fig 6: 5 Finkle Street, grade 2

Fig 7: 10 Church Street

Fig 8: Lodge to Hotham
Hall

Fig 9: Nordham Looking towards Fawley House

4. Geology, topography and landscape setting
i. North Cave lies on a Jurassic shelf between the Vale of York and
the foot of the Wolds, 10 miles southwest of Beverley. To the
northeast of the Conservation Area lies the 'West Facing Open
Farmland' Landscape Character Area, as identified in the East
Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessment (ERYC,
2013), as a medium scale landscape with medium sized field
systems defined by hedgerows, with mature standard trees.
Several small woodlands intersperse this landscape with larger
areas confined to the estates. In general there are large areas of
open land between the woodlands, with trees occasionally seen
in the middle of fields, indicating the former presence of a more
widespread hedgerow network.

Fig 10: North Cave Beck from Church Lane

mix of arable and grassland with some turf production also
present. Woodland is present, predominantly in the form of
coniferous or deciduous plantations. Many hedgerows n the area
are in good condition whilst others are fragmented and standard
trees are often present along field boundaries. Whilst aerial
photographs show evidence of pre-historic human activity, this is
generally not apparent in the landscape today. Meanwhile, field
patterns suggest a greater proportion of this area was subject to
parliamentary Enclosure.

South Cliff Common was enclosed prior to 1775 and in 1796 over
900 acres was given over to a rabbit warren at the site of Bunny
Hill Farm. Although now much smaller in extent due to agriculture
Ecologically, North Cave is influenced by its blue links and fluvial
and afforestation, the Common is a mosaic of lowland heath and
features. Its Beck provides a blue thread through the
acid grassland dominated by associated species such as heather,
Conservation Area, connecting water features such as the various purple moor grass and mat-grass. Further south is Hotham
fishponds. The beck is flanked in some places by Willow Carr and Common, which is made up of a mix of wet acid grassland, Birch
is an excellent wildlife corridor. Another blue link is the Littlemoor woodland, and fen with basin mire and bog pools. Species
Drain, which feeds into North Cave Beck. Dispersed among the
present here include mat-grass, sharp-flowered rush, hard rush
farmland are fragments of lowland heath and acid grassland with and soft rush along with marsh cinquefoil, marsh pennyworth and
characteristic plant species of dry and wet habitats present.
marsh violet. Further north is North Cliff Wood, which is an
Notable landscape features in this area include Hotham Hall
example of a grass heath, which has developed into woodland
Estate with its extensive woodlands and also Everthorpe Quarry
following the cessation of grazing. Here, Birch is dominant with
SSSI, which is the only site where fossilised ammonites of a
Oak and Rowan and ancient woodland indicator species also
particular type are found. Important built features in this
present, including bluebell. To the east of this Character Area are
landscape include the Norman Church of St. Nicholas at North
the fringes of the Yorkshire Wolds and Calcareous soils and
Newbald, which is one of the best examples of a Medieval
associated plant species.
Church. Other notable features include Hotham Hall, (circa.
1720), surrounded by a large park, and Houghton Hall with its
To the southwest of the North Cave Conservation Area lies the
landscape park and pleasure grounds, laid out to a plan by
'M62 Corridor Gilberdyke to South Cave' Landscape Character
Thomas White in 1768. To the southeast of the North Cave
Area. This Assessment describes the character of this landscape
Conservation Area lies the 'Intermediate Sloping Farmland'
as strongly influenced by the settlements of Gilberdyke and
Landscape Character Area. This area forms the southwestern
Newport and development relating to agriculture and
escarpment of the Yorkshire Wolds and extends for North Cave
horticulture. Field patterns are generally rectilinear in form.
and south of Everthorpe to the edge of Elloughton cum Brough.
Walling Fen was enclosed in 1781 and the discovery of good
The area also contains modern development related to the
quality clay led to the establishment of many brickworkings. Sand
horticultural industry and the associated large-scale buildings
and gravel extraction continues in this Area and several of the
have resulted in changes to the character of the setting of the
larger water bodies present are the result of mineral extraction,
villages. To the northwest of the North Cave Conservation Area
including a number of large fishing ponds. The eastern edge of
lies the 'South Cliff and Hotham Common' Landscape Character
this area is on the fringes of the Yorkshire Wolds with localised
Area. The Landscape Character Assessment describes how this
areas of Calcareous soils and associated plant species.
area is defined by medium to large field systems and land use as a

4. Origins and Evolution
i. The place-name “Cave” is thought to have derived
from Old English, meaning “swift stream” – presumably
referring to the Mires Beck. If so, this suggests an
Anglian origin.
However, the earliest detailed depictions of the village
are from a much later time and date from the mid 18th
century.

Fig 11: All Saints Church grade 1

ii. Prehistoric Origins
In common with many neighbouring Wolds Parishes,
the earliest human activity is likely to have been
represented by Mesolithic hunter-gatherer groups.
Neolithic activity is attested by finds of worked flints
(e.g. arrow heads and scrapers from Dryham Lane) and
examples of both flint and stone axes. However, it is
with the onset of the Bronze Age that intensive ritual
settlement and funerary activities first become
obvious on sites throughout the parish, including
immediately around the village.

branched off from this, further north towards North
Newbald Parish, and ran north-westwards towards
York. Excavation has shown that there was extensive
roman settlement all round the modern village and
that farming was practiced into at least the later 4th
century AD. There was also extensive iron production
for much of the period and a suggestion that pottery
manufacture also took place.
iii. The Medieval Period

In the Anglo-Saxon period, land in North Cave was
apparently granted to ealdorman Gunner by King
A Beaker period settlement has recently been found
Edgar in 963, with an estate in Newbald; Gunner
close to a palaeochannel near Dryham Lane (on the
subsequently gave it to the Diocese of York. In 1066
north western outskirts of the village); the Beaker
Culture belongs to the very early stages of the Bronze the lands at North Cave were held by six different
Age in Britain. Similar early remains associated with a owners in addition to the Archbishop of York. Shortly
distinctive type of pottery known as Food Vessels, have after the Norman Conquest all of the Saxon land
been found near Mires Beck Lane (to the south-east). holdings apart from the Archbishop’s passed to
William Malet. In 1086 his son held North Cave as six
To the east a number of round barrows are known
manors. The estate had been worth £3 10s in 1066,
from the Wolds slopes and tops, but so far none has
been recognised on either the Jurassic shelf or in the but was now worth only 13s as most of the land was
waste. At the time of Domesday (1086) there were at
wetlands immediately to the west. Later Bronze Age
activity is represented by two hoards of axes found in least 16 people in the village, a Church and two
watermills. The parish apparently suffered during the
the 19th century in Hotham Carrs and in Everthorpe.
The Iron Age saw much more intensive colonisation of Black Death as the 1354 tax assessment was reduced
by 30%. The two most important buildings of the
the area. Several of these are so called ‘Ladder
medieval village would have been the Parish Church
Settlements’ which are clusters of small rectilinear
and the Manor House both of which lay at the eastern
enclosures arranged along the sides of a rack-way),
others are unenclosed clusters of round houses. Two end of Church Street.
major Roman roads ran to the east and north of the
village. One of these is still in use today as the main
road from South Cave to Market Weighton, the second

iv. The 18/19th Century
The village was enclosed in 1765 and maps from
around that time show that the village was already
quite complex in plan. The three main streets (Church
Street, Westgate and Nordham), were in existence
and interlinked by two main cross-streets at either
end. Beyond the settlement itself, in the mid 18th
century the Manor House grounds were landscaped
by the Metham family and a document of 1769
mentions a lake near the House – presumably the
large fish pond which still survives to the north of the
Church.

Quaker families in 1743 and seven in 1764. At that
time a cottage in Church Street was used as a meeting
house. A new meeting house was built on the same
site in 1790 but late demolished. There were 18
Presbyterian families in the Parish in 1743 and
Independents registered a house of worship in 1820.
A Meetinghouse for Methodists was licensed in 1823,
becoming a Boys School by 1840. It was replaced by a
Centenary Chapel in Church Street in 1839. A
Primitive Methodist Chapel had been built in Church
Street in 1819 and was replaced by a new Chapel in
Westgate in 1870. There were licensed public houses
recorded in the village from the mid 18th century and
Improved communications would also have impacted these included the Black Swan, the White Heart and
upon North Cave and the main road from Beverley to the White Horse, the latter becoming the Albion in
Westgate which closed in circa. 1970. A malt kiln is
Howden was moved southwards and straightened
mentioned in 1729. Reference is made also to tanners,
when the town fields were enclosed in 1765. The
Howden road to the west of the village and the road a skin yard, a chicory merchant, agricultural
through Everthorpe were both turnpiked in 1774 and implement makers, and iron founders. Quarrying has
been carried out in the Parish since at least the
this ensured that the village was served by a greatly
improved road system. In 1865 further improvements Middle Ages. An almshouse is mentioned in 1602 with
reference to a poorhouse being made in 1765. This
came with the opening of the Barnsley and West
Riding Junction Railway (closed 1959). In 1743 there was later (1820) described as a workhouse and 10
years later was recorded as having 13 inmates. Several
were only 123 families in the whole Parish and this
schools have been recorded including a Roman
had risen to 129 by 1764. The population of the
Catholic school (1615, two unendowed schools (1743)
township was 639 in 1801, but rose dramatically to
reach 976 in 1861. The latest figure for North Cave
with a school house and master’s house being built in
(2001) is 1258. North Cave has had a strong
1770. This was a Boys School and became united with
association with non-conformity. This goes back to he the National Society by 1840 when it taught 40 pupils.
16th and 17th centuries when there is mention of a
A Girls School was built in Church Street in 1831 and
Roman Catholic school (in 1615) and of four Roman
this was united with the Boys School when the latter
Catholic families in the mid 18th century. Quakers
closed in 1934.
were first mentioned in the 17th century with four

v. Modern Developments
The Village has seen a shift to a more affluent
commuter village within recent years, with it, has
come significant changes to the village and its
characteristics. The sheer volume of traffic through
the village has significantly increased, in wet weather
a ‘film’ of grey mud is sprayed over the houses closest
to the roadside. The small streets are struggling to
meet on street parking needs and with that comes
congestion, especially on Church Street. There has
been a loss of Smaller Cottages for larger new builds
and farm buildings have been renovated, demolished
and or significantly increased in size, loosing their
setting on the village as a whole. However,
development has been on the smaller scale and North
Cave today still retains the majority of its historic
properties, but there are opportunities to enhance
the historic significance and beauty of the area as well
as to safeguard it against unsympathetic
development.

Fig 12: Westgate 1905, from the East Riding of Yorkshire
Councils Archives

Pre 1852 Dwellings
The map on this page illustrates the areas where pre
1852 buildings are located within the North Cave
Conservation Area. By looking at the older dwellings we
can determine the historic layout of the village, it’s
density and how the village was established. The map can
also be used to determine where pockets of new
development have sprung up over the last century, which
when looking at the map it becomes clear that much of
the village has remained largely unchanged and new
development has been on a small scale. The pink
highlighted buildings are those (pre 1852) which are still
present in the Conservation Area.

North Cave
Conservation Area
Designated 2021
Conservation Area
Pre 1852 dwellings

5. Character Analysis

Fig 13: Westgate looking towards Glebe House, grade 2

5. Character Analysis - Spatial Analysis
i. Settlement form

ii. Character of Spaces

The Conservation Area covers approximately two thirds of the
village and lies at the western foot of Drewton Wold.
Unfortunately, North Cave does not have an Enclosure Plan;
however, by the time that the Tithe Plan was surveyed and
drawn in 1830 (under the Act of Commutation) the village
appears much as it does today. The dwellings, garden layouts
and intricate intersecting Public Rights of Way are all very
much in evidence by that time. In fact when looking at the
1852 OS Map most of Westgate is already present and very
much un-altered in comparison with the present day. The
great majority of North Cave’s buildings are two storeys –
which is typical of nearly all of the East Riding’s over two
hundred villages. Though not particularly tall, several of North
Cave’s buildings have a stature greater than their scale due to
the quality of their detailing and status.

North Cave, within the heart of the village, is not endowed
with much public open space – which is what this section
normally discusses. However the village feels as though there
is an abundance of open space – this being due to the views
across private land around its edges and the undeveloped
land around the Beck. It represents yet another significant
factor in North Cave’s specialness.
The character of spaces in the North Cave Conservation Area
is rich in variation, with open countryside views, grand
Georgian town Houses, small terraces and tree lined rows all
interacting to form an area of great spatial interest. The
village, it could be argued is split into two very distinct parts,
the first being the grand Westgate of which Pevsner noted
“has the best houses”,, with large properties with ornate
detailing and an array of outbuildings, or the much quieter
Nordham, which has a mix of typical village housing and late
20th century housing. The majority of the village is defined by
pack of pavement housing, or hedgerows behind natural
stone and local brick walls ( of a golden hue), creating softer
build lines (especially on Church Street and Nordham). Grass
verges also play a prominent position in the more rural
streets of the village such as Nordham, adding to the
character of the area. Inbetween development, there are very
few glimpses of the countryside surroundings in so proudly
sits in, which creates a lack of long distance views from the
village itself, especially on Westgate. Dwellings and
development on Westgate has been much more
concentrated then the rest of the village, this particular
character further emphasises the uniqueness between
Westgate and Nordham.

Fig 14: Pear Tree Cottage, Church Street

Fig 15: North Cave Beck from Westgate

structures relating to the surge in wealth of the
village saw an increase in the level of ornate
Key Views range from short term to long term. One The distinct and spread-out plan of the village of
of the most picturesque views is down Mill Lane to North Cave adheres to its 19th century decent, and detailing, as opposed to those which had an
Paper Mill House and the Mill pond into which
the fact that natural environment has played a part agricultural origin. Those properties with ornate
detailing such as Lincoln House, Glebe House,
Mires Beck feeds into. At the top of Mill Lane onto in shaping the layout of the village. As shown on
Nordham provides good short term views (both
the 1842 OS Map Its overall layout and disposition Westgate House, Clontarf House, No. 1 Westgate,
ways) of this more rural part of the village. Views
was more or less established by the middle of the Milestone Farm, Beech Farm, Stoneleigh and
from the junction of Appleton Lane onto Church
19th century, with the most recent developments Brookthorpe Hall, all add to the ‘high status’
character of Westgate. Detailing of its 18th century
Street provide good short term views of the ‘tight’ affecting Nordham in the late 20th Century. The
settlement form of this part of the village, with
Victoria County History suggests that this plan had agricultural origins can be still seen in the farms
which line the roadside, typical of East Riding
many of the houses being back of pavement with
evolved from a much simpler layout and that the
farmstead sin nature, these being, Stoneleigh,
large gardens hidden behind. Long Term Key Views original focus of the village is likely to have been
include looking up and down Westgate to the array around the eastern part of Church Street (closest to Milestone Farm, White House Farm, 31 Westgate,
of large houses and small cottages, as well as
the Church). The conservation area is almost now 36 Westgate, 3 Westgate, Manor House and
Belgrave Farm.
looking across Church Street towards the Church.
entirely domestic, creating a mixture of vehicular
The most rural long term views are across Church and pedestrian activity throughout.
Lane with its Lake Views and when walking down
Blossoms Lane with both of these green spaces
v. Local details
acting as a form of ‘green buffer’ between
As North Cave developed into a large village and
Westgate/Church Street and Nordham, creating a moved away from its rural routes (as seen by the
feeling of two distinct villages.
amount of 18th century former farm buildings in

iii. Key views

iv. Activity and layout

the village), much of the architecture displays
vernacular features, i.e. ‘honey’ coloured brick,
tumbled gables and rubble stone walls. Later

Fig 16: 36 Westgate

5. Character Analysis
Built Environment

5. The great majority of buildings are two storeys under a clay
pantile roof. Though not particularly tall, several of North Cave’s
buildings have a stature greater than their scale due to the
quality of their detailing and status.

i. Architectural Characteristics
6. The Conservation Area has a wealth of fine quality door
An important feature of the North Cave Conservation Area is the surrounds, many from the 19th century. Usually painted white
or cream, and of timber, these are often based on the classical
majority of its buildings range between the 18th century to the
19st century. There are various architectural characteristics which orders of architecture - particularly Doric & Corinthian
make a positive impression on the appearance of the area;
ii. Materials
In the East Riding, the use of building materials normally
1. The design of the dwellings ranges from the simple to the
reflects what would have been available locally at the time, as
ornate, with the majority of the smaller positive buildings
historically, materials were only transported over long distances
having little architectural embellishment and the ornate seen
on Westgate on the Larger Houses. This variation between the for expensive high-status buildings, such as its churches. North
traditional rural buildings and cottages with a lack of ornament Cave is a particularly good examples of this, more specific
details are provided of the building elements described below:
and the grander larger houses is key to the retention of the
historic character and appearance of the area.
iii. Walls
As has been said in the section above, the materials used in the
2. Whilst there are exceptions with the larger “landed”
properties, nearly all the residential properties in the Area face buildings’ walls play an important role in establishing the
the roads to which they abut and a high proportion are at “back particular character of this Conservation Area. Although
of pavement edge”. With those that have a front curtilage, they mention was made of the use of natural stone and local brick of
a golden hue, this is not the full extent of the bricks used, which
tend still to be close to their front boundaries, only the more
range from the grey “galt” brick of the 19th century to a dark
recently built tending to be set further back.
red brick, as well as more modern variants in the 20th century
dwellings. Several buildings’ walls are painted or colour-washed
3. There is variation in style and origins of the buildings,
and some are rendered and painted. This adds to the variety
including historic farm buildings, terrace cottage rows, large
and liveliness of the streetscape.
detached houses and Manor Houses. This variation highlights
the development of the conservation area from rural farming
village to a present day commuter village over a period of time. iv. Roofs
The predominant roofing material in North Cave is the clay pantile. Also of clay, there are examples of French Tiles dating from
4. North Cave is a particularly good example of using locally
the early 20th century. There are also several examples of slate,
available materials, with its local Wolds stone still being in
which, not being a locally mined material, probably only
evidence in the majority of its historic buildings. Additionally
became available following the advent of the railway, enabling
however there has been noticeable use of local bricks which
their transportation from Wales or Westmoreland. Particularly
have a pleasant golden hue, allowing them to blend very
satisfactorily with the local stone when both materials are used impressive is the use of patterned slates on the roof of the
Primitive Methodist Chapel in Westgate, which dates from
in the same or adjacent elevations.
1870. Another feature of the roofs of some of the older
Conservation Area properties is the survival of natural stone
ridges – a valued historic detailing.

Fig 17: 21 Westgate

Fig 18: Cottages Built 1929 on Church Street

5. Character Analysis
Built Environment
v. Windows and Doors
These components are probably those that have seen he
greatest change over the last 30 years since the
Conservation Area was designated. There is a significant
intrusion of white uPVC windows and (lesserly) doors into
the older (unlisted) dwellings, and sadly their quality has
not always adequately replicated the styles of the timber
windows (and doors) that they have replaced, so
detracting from the general visual qualities of the village.

example, attached to an otherwise undistinguished
property at 33 Church Street.

viii. Door Surrounds
If the Conservation Area is short on porches and dormers,
to compensate for it, there is a wealth of fine quality door
surrounds, many from the 19th century. Usually painted
white or cream, and of timber, these are often based on
the classical orders of architecture - particularly Doric &
Corinthian – although elsewhere there are equally
Dormers are, in general, not a feature of the Conservation significant arrangements where small flat, projected
Area. The exception to this is in (and off) Westgate, where canopies are supported on decorative consoles. They
there are a number of different ones. The oldest, however, represent probably the best selection of this architectural
seem to be in a low-pitched, lead-roofed style, which is
detailing in any equal sized East Riding village.
interesting in that that is a sophisticated style, more often
associated with large towns and cities rather than smallix. Re-use of Buildings
scale village communities.
Special mention should be given here to the high
proportion of buildings that have been re-used and revi. Chimney Pots & Stacks
purposed in North Cave, from the conversion of farm
Whilst some villages have a uniformity of their chimney
buildings and Chapels into residential to the increase in
pots, this is not so with North Cave. Most are cylindrical
height of single storey cottages to double storey
and either terra cotta or cream, though there are a
properties, evident throughout the Conservation Area
number of taller, octagonal ones in cream/white.
from the gable end of properties. Re-using and adapting
buildings instead of demolishing and rebuilding is always
Chimney stacks (and pots) are a significant and important preferential and the most sustainable approach towards
component of the Area’s roofscape, since they add to its
regeneration of an area.
interest, and to the verticality of individual properties’
designs.
x. Shop Fronts
Although there are very few examples of shop fronts in
vii. Porches
North Cave, what are still present, are (the majority)
By and large, North Cave is not a village of porches, and
historic and contain a wealth of traditional features. These
some of those which do exist are internal porches, where include 21 Westgate North Cave, 24 & 26 Westgate (grade
the space created is achieved from within the core of the
2), 8 & 10 Westgate and 9 Westgate (now a residential
building – a classic Victorian & Edwardian characteristic.
property).
There is however one fascinating an unusual porch

Fig 19: Evidence of a single storey building with tumbled gable being
incorporated into a 2 storey property (37 Church Street)

5. Streetscape and public realm
i. Important Streetscape features, which are
important to the Character of the Conservation Area
include;
Strong boundary treatments, predominantly
handmade brick walls, dry stone/rubble walls and
mature dense hedgerows, which create robust build
lines in the streetscape.

prominent being (36 Westgate, White House Farm,
86 Westgate, Glebe House, 12 Westgate, 37 Church
Street, 16 Church Street and Church Farm). Tumbled
Gables are a unique vernacular feature to the East
Riding and have been used to a positive effect on new
builds .
The public realm elements each have an impact on
the conservation area both individually and
cumulatively.

Variation in types, status and scale of buildings
(including farm buildings, cottages, large houses and
Halls) have a diverse and positive influence on the
North Cave Conservation Area.

Pavement surfacing is mainly concrete in the
conservation area. Road surfacing is undertaken in
concrete and tar macadam and as such has a neutral
appearance.

Mature trees and large grass verges, such as around
the War Memorial and along Nordham. The mature
trees are interspersed with the properties and some
used as boundary treatments, this adds variation to
the character of the conservation area. One of the
most notable examples is the large weeping willow
hanging over the roadside on Nordham.

There is a very small amount of signage in and
around the conservation area which creates a positive
effect and adds to the rural charm of the Village.
Lampposts should be painted black and any historic
ones should be retained.

gardens throughout North Cave make a positive
contribution to the natural character and appearance
of the conservation area, such as along Nordham and
Church Lane. This character setting is enhanced by
wide grass verges and small village greens including
around the War Memorial. The most prominent grass
verges being along Nordham and along Wold Hill in
front of Manor Farm and the Vicarage and around the
Church.

ii. Greenscape

Strong views of the surrounding countryside add to The rural landscape setting of North Cave is one of its
the rural character of the area (including Hotham Hall main features to the character of the conservation
parkland).
area setting. The long distance views, glimpsed
between dwellings and the profusion of green spaces
Dutch architectural influences, including Tumbled
around the village helps reflect the rural character of
gables on the end of Brick Properties. This is believed the surrounding countryside. The abundance of
to originally have held thatch for the roof (the most
hedgerows and mature trees along boundaries and in

Fig 20: A Collection of traditional brick outbuildings behind 31 Westgate

iii. Positive buildings
The adjacent map of North Cave highlights the positive
buildings.

Listed Buildings:
The Vicarage, Church Street grade II
Manor Farmhouse East, Church St grade II
Manor Farm East granary, stables & barn, Church Street grade II
Manor Farm East, dove cote grade II
All Saints Church, Church Street grade I
16 Church Street grade II
36 Church Street (Westfield House) grade II
5 Finkle Street grade II
86 Westgate grade II
North Cave War Memorial grade II
The White House grade II
Paper Mill House, Mill Lane grade II
Nordham House, Nordham grade II
Hotham Hall, grade II*
Stable Block at Hotham Hall grade II*
Gates & Gate Piers in Stable Yard at Hotham Hall grade II
3 Westgate & adjoining outbuildings grade II
5 Westgate grade II
Dovecote at the Croft, Westgate grade II
51 Westgate grade II
77 Westgate & Garden Wall grade II
86 Westgate grade II
56 & 58 Westgate (Milestone Farm) grade II
Mounting Block and Milestone, Westgate grade II
24 & 26 (Country Gardens) Westgate grade II
16 Westgate (Glebe House) grade II
14 Westgate (Westgate House) grade II
Castle Farmhouse, Wold Hill grade II

(Entries shown in italics are within the parish but not
within the Conservation Area.)
The Positive Buildings are:
Beech House, Westgate,
38 – 44 Westgate,
12, 25, 31, 32, 34 Westgate
White House Farm (48 Westgate),
White Hart Public House (former coaching inn)
59 Church Street (for its curious ducks on its ground floor lintels)

Wesleyan Chapel (1839) Church Street
18 – 24 Church Street (1929)
12, 10 and 38 Church Street
Denmark House (46 Church Street)
2 Church Street (The Old School)
Lodge to Hotham Hall (c.1870)
Fawley House,
18 Nordham
No.1 & No.7 Westgate
Belgrave Farm
66-68 Westgate (Bowmands Cottage)

All of the above buildings add greatly to the character of the
North Cave Conservation Area and should be preserved to the
highest ability possible. A positive building is a building of
special interest and is one that makes a positive contribution
to the character of the conservation area. This positive
contribution can come under the following categories:
• Buildings with vernacular (unique to the East Riding)
architecture or of architectural merit
• Buildings that contribute to the areas history (or historical
associations) or development.
• Landmark buildings
• Collections of buildings which together make a positive
contribution to the streetscape.
There should be a presumption in favour for the retention of
positive buildings in all but exceptional circumstances. Loss of
a building that makes a positive contribution to the setting of
the conservation area and any application to alter or
demolish it will require adequate justification taking into
account the considerations at paragraph 201 in the National
Planning Policy Framework (February 2019).

North Cave
Conservation Area Designated
2022
Conservation Area
Positive Buildings
Listed Buildings

5. Key Characteristics of the Area
iv. Positive Characteristics
The North Cave Conservation Area is surrounded by
open countryside, giving scenic views and a
picturesque location.
•All significant works to trees in Conservation Areas
need prior notification to be given, there are 6 Tree
Preservation Orders (TPOs) in or close to the
Conservation Area. A distinct characteristic of the
area is the tree cover, with many mature trees around
the Conservation Area and the older houses.
•A mix of historic boundary treatments including
dense hedgerows, handmade brick and dry stone
walling, which all add to the rural charm and
character of North Cave. As well as natural
boundaries from the waterways such as Mires Beck.
•Wide grass verges along the roadsides, such as at
Nordham and around the North Cave War Memorial,
all add to the character of the conservation area.
•Key vernacular features are crucial for the character
of the area, including tumbled gables, 19th century
door surrounds, honey coloured brick, rubble stone
cottages. The amount of farm buildings throughout
the Conservation Area is also key representation of
the past agricultural links of the village.

v. Key ways to retain character:
Negative Characteristics
•The loss of historic architectural features, such as
Dentilled eaves, wooden sash windows, door frames
and doors.
•In-fill development not following the (historic) build
lines of the street or not using traditional materials to
the Conservation Area (Wold Stone)
•Traffic, A close look at the properties which are near
to the road show that in wet weather they suffer from
a muddy spray which leaves a layer of dull grime
wherever it dries, to the detriment of both the built
and the natural environment. This situation has, of
course, existed ever since the Conservation Area
came into existence, but equally the volume of traffic
has greatly increased since then, making the problem
ever worse.

•
•

•
•
•

•

•

Fig 21: Former outbuildings to Brookthorpe Hall

New development should be sympathetic in
character to surrounding positive buildings and the
traditional materials of the Conservation Area.
The retention of large mature trees and wide grass
verges around the Conservation Area, with the
Preservation and enhancement of key views/green
spaces and Permeability through the conservation
area via footpaths and green spaces.
Continued use of traditional roofing materials with
chimney stack and pots to articulate the roofscape.
The historic massing, scale and ‘build lines’ of the
village needs to be followed
The retention of historic architectural features,
noticeably tumbled brick gables and wood door
surrounds, as well as Adhering to traditional colour
schemes on rendered properties
External insultation (in some cases) can largely
remove the histrionic character of 18th and 19th
century brick and cobble buildings and produces a
very flat example. Other associated problems
includes the recessing of windows, finishing at
eaves and plinths and noticeable joints with
neighbouring buildings. External Insulation should
always be carefully considered on an historic
building.
Advertising on residential dwellings should be
avoided as this would negatively change the rural
character of the village. The village could not
support the introduction of internally lit or box
advertisements.

6. Management Plan

Fig 22: 7 Nordham

6. Management Plan—
Opportunities for management and enhancement
This section sets out a strategy for ways to improve and
enhance the character and setting of the North Cave
Conservation Area. Conservation Areas can always be
improved upon therefore this list is by no means final.
i. Resistance to inappropriate forms of Development
affecting the Character of the Conservation Area
It is of the upmost important that all new development
conforms to the character and setting of the Conservation
Area. Inappropriate development can spoil the setting and
special significance, as well as creating a detrimental affect
to key views and buildings. Often infill development does
not take into account the scale, massing and proportion of
structures in the area. All new development within North
Cave needs to be aware of the local character of the
conservation area, including its vernacular features.
Development should be mindful of this while at the same
time addressing contemporary issues such as sustainability.
A particular hazard is the inclination for a new build to be
designed of suburban form and built in lower quality
materials than the surrounding positive buildings.
Spaces between the structures are also important,
especially with views onto the open countryside. All of
these criteria are important in maintaining the character of
the area. The failure to ensure that these characteristics
are upheld can result in developments that will have a
detrimental effect on the character and setting of the
conservation area.

To protect and further enhance the character and setting
of the Conservation Area development should:
•New development must be sensitive to the character of
the conservation area and its vernacular architectural
features.
•Adhere to the scale and massing of neighbouring
properties
•Respect the open countryside setting as well as the lie of
the Land and its Geography. Whilst also respecting the key
views.
•Use high quality building materials and methods suitable
for existing positive buildings.
•Blend into the form of existing development and routes
through and around the Conservation Area
•Opportunities for enhancement of key views and open
spaces in the Conservation Area as well as creating new
views which can add to the setting.

iii. Public realm enhancements
The North Cave Conservation Area has very little street
clutter, this adheres to its rural charm. Consideration
should be given to the sensitive design, siting, scale and
grouping of fixtures, fittings and markings.
Particular issues that could benefit from enhancement
include:
•Appropriate treatment for street furniture (streetlights
painted black) and the retention of historic lamp posts.
•The sympathetic development and enhancement of
surface treatments on public highways.
•Ensuring all public realm is consistent and uniform.

ii. Boundary Treatments
The Boundary walls in North Cave are a mix of traditional
methods and materials. Including, honey coloured brick
walls, rubble stone walls, mature trees and dense
hedgerows (with a variety of species). Many of these
boundary treatments are historic and represent the past
layout, therefore all new boundary treatments should be
sympathetic with those in existence in order to protect the
character of the Conservation Area.
Fig 23: Looking down Finkle Street

iv. Energy performance and the historic environment
The need for properties to improve their energy efficiency say by
decreasing carbon emissions and decreasing the strain on fossil fuels
is now a must.
The National Planning Policy Framework states: “The planning system
should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing
climate. It should help to shape places in ways that contribute to
radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise
vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing
resources, including the conversion of existing buildings; and support
renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure”.
The retention and reuse of heritage assets avoids the material and
energy costs of new development. The Council also encourages home
owners and developers to find solutions to improve energy efficiency.
This can be undertaken by simple maintenance and repair of
properties, ensuring that they are draft free and in good condition, as
well as the use of micro regeneration equipment and energy
renewables. Conservation areas and listed buildings can be sensitive
to this form of development though, so every care should be made to
ensure that the installation of items such as wind turbines and solar
panels should sit comfortably in the historic environment and should
be sympathetic to their surroundings.

cannot be retained or they have been lost they should be replaced
and reinstated in appropriate, traditional materials and designs. The
preservation and reinstatement of these traditional style materials
will create a positive effect in the Conservation Area and lend to its
‘Sense of Place’.

The protection and enhancement of traditional and vernacular
architectural detailing is a must for many conservation areas.
The loss of these (such as windows, doors, roof coverings etc) can
create a negative affect when not done sympathetically to the
character of the Conservation Area.
It should be encouraged that the maintenance and preservation of
these historic architectural details is important and where they

- The impact of development outside the conservation area that
might affect the character and appearance of the conservation
area should be considered. This will ensure the character and
setting of the conservation area is not compromised.
- Boundary Treatments which are seen as being positive to the
Conservation Area have a strong value and need to be retained
where possible. It is encouraged that all new boundary
treatments are sympathetic and adhere to the traditional nature
of those already in existence.
- To make sure all Public Realm works respect the special
significance of the Conservation Area and that where opportnites
and funding permits, look for oppotunites to enhance them.

Fig 24: New Build properties on Nordham

v. Protect surviving historic architectural details

vii. Key Points

- The installation of micro regeneration equipment on a property
should conform to its surroundings and it should be ensured that
it does not have a negative impact on the special character and
appearance of the conservation area.

vi. Tree management
- Development on historic structures should look to retain and
In the village of North Cave, trees form an important positive feature. repair historic features or if not possible, they should be
A tree with a trunk diameter of 7.5cm when measured 1.5metres
sympathetically replaced using traditional type methods and
above the ground is protected within a Conservation Area. There are styles.
an abundance of mature trees in North Cave, six of these in and
around the Conservation Area having Tree Preservation Orders
(TPOs). A replanting strategy should be considered in order to
manage the Impact of the loss of trees through over maturity. This
can be considered prior to the end of the life of the trees to ensure
continuity.

7. Appendix
National Planning Policy Framework
The Town and Country planning (Development Management Procedure)
(England) Order 2015
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (69 & 71)
Historic England Advice Note 1 Conservation Area Appraisal, Designation
and Management
Historic England: Valuing Places: Good Practice in Conservation Areas
East Riding Local Plan (adopted April 2016)

Map Sources: OS Map 1855, OS Map 1890,

new development making a positive contribution to local character and
distinctiveness. Paragraph 193 of the NPPF advises that when considering the impact
of a proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great
weight should be given to the asset’s conservation (and the more important the
asset, the greater the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether any potential
harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than substantial harm to its
significance.

Areas) Act 1990. Advise on development within a conservation area is
available on the Authority’s website. It is also recommended to submit a
‘pre-planning application’ to determine if planning permission is needed
and any constraints upon development, before submitting an application.

Paragraph 200 advises that local planning authorities should look for opportunities
for new development within Conservation Areas and within the setting of heritage
assets, to enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those
elements of the setting that make a positive contribution to the asset (or which
better reveal its significance) should be treated favourably. Paragraph 201 of the
NPPF notes that not all elements of a Conservation Area will necessarily contribute
to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which makes a positive
contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area should be treated either as
substantial harm under paragraph 195 or less than substantial harm under paragraph
196, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element
affected and its contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area as a whole.

Developments on a small and large scale have the potential to impact upon
archaeological remains. Any application for development will be subject to
meetings archaeological requirements in the submission, determination
and post-decision periods. The Authority’s Historic Environment Records
and specialist archaeological advice is managed by the Humber Archaeology
Partnership.

Copyright

East Riding Local Plan Policy ENV3 – Valuing our Heritage - Part B advises that the
significance, views, setting, character, appearance and context of heritage assets,
© Crown copyright and database rights 2021. Ordnance Survey
both designated and non-designated should be conserved, especially the key
0100023383. East Riding of Yorkshire Council. You are granted a nonfeatures that contribute to the East Riding’s distinctive character including those
exclusive, royalty free, revocable licence solely to view the Licensed Data for elements that contribute to the special interest of the Conservation Areas, including
the landscape setting, open spaces, key views and vistas, and important unlisted
non-commercial purposes for the period during which East Riding of
buildings identified as contributing to the significance of each Conservation Area in
Yorkshire Council makes it available. You are not permitted to copy, subits appraisal.
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third parties in any form. Third party rights to enforce the terms of this
licence shall be reserved to OS.

Policy
In adopting and managing the conservation area the Authority are obliged to
determine Planning Applications in accordance with statutory planning legislation
and national and local planning policies.
Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
requires that in the exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land in a
conservation area, of any functions under or by virtue of any of the provisions
mentioned in subsection (2), special attention shall be paid to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area. Paragraph 192 of
the NPPF advises that In determining applications, local planning authorities should

In achieving high quality design for new development in conservations areas
applications should be submitted to comply with the requirements of Policy ENV1 –
Integrating High Design – of the East Riding Local Plan and Section 12 of the NPPF,
most specially paragraph 127 and 130. Full details of these policy requirements are
included with Appendix 1. The adopted appraisal document is written to reflect the
above referenced Policy requirements.

Management Overview

Archaeology

Nature Conservation and Wildlife
The Authority will determine applications for development in accordance
with the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, The Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2017, section 15 of the NPPF (Conserving and
enhancing the natural environment) and Policy ENV4: Conserving and
enhancing biodiversity and geodiversity of the East Riding Local Plan.
Trees

Trees in the Conservation Area are protected by the designation where they
have a stem diameter greater than 75mm (3 inches) when measured at 1.5
metres (5 feet) above ground level. Anyone wishing to prune or remove a
tree must seek the necessary permissions from the Authority. Enquiries can
be made to the Trees Department via the e-mail
treesandlandscape@eastriding.gov.uk.
Building Conservation

The building Conservation team provide specialist advise on development
to listed buildings and within Conservation Area. General enquiries can be
sent to buildingconservation@eastriding.gov.uk and applications for
The Local Planning Authority are dedicated to managing Conservation Areas specialist pre-application advice can be submitted via the Authority’s
website. Information on Conservation Areas www.eastriding.gov.uk
in accordance with the above detailed Planning Policy and Legislation.
Development in a Conservation Area is controlled under the requirements
take account of a) the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of
of the General Permitted Developments Orders, Town and Country Planning
heritage assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; b)
Act 1990, Town and County Planning (Control of Advertisements)
the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to
Regulations 2007 and the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and c) the desirability of
Development Control

