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Introduction
This document is an updated Conservation Area Appraisal for the village of
Skidby in the East Riding of Yorkshire. Conservation Areas were first adopted
following the Civic Amenities Act of 19671. The Town and Country Planning
Act 19902, defines a conservation area as "an area of special architectural or
historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance". At the time of publication, the East Riding of Yorkshire
Council has 106 conservation areas.
Skidby Conservation Area was designated by the East Riding of Yorkshire
Council in November 2007. A review of the conservation area and appraisal
document was completed in 2021 to comply with the requirements of sections
69 and 71 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.
The current appraisal is due for public consultation, with a boundary extension
to the east of the conservation area.
The current review and appraisal work has been completed in accordance with
the requirements of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990, National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), National Planning
Framework Guidance (NPPG), the East Riding Local Plan (Adopted April 2016)
and Historic England’s Advice Note 1: Conservation Area Appraisal,

191 of the NPPF advises that when considering the designation of conservation
areas, local planning authorities should ensure that an area justifies such status
because of its special architectural or historic interest, and that the concept of
conservation is not devalued through the designation of areas that lack special
interest. The NPPG further advises that a good appraisal will consider what
features make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of the
conservation area, thereby identifying opportunities for beneficial change or
the need for planning protection. For further information please refer to
Appendix 1 - Relevant Legislation and Policies.
As such, this Conservation Area Appraisal provides a comprehensive
assessment of the development and distinctive features of the historic built
environment based on archival research, fieldwork, and public consultation.
This helps determine the character of the area, identify the area boundary,
explain its significance, and highlight issues that have the potential to change
this character. The aim of this is to better understand the unique character of
the area and to set out guidance for future development, which will help inform
decisions made by the relevant planning and conservation bodies. However,
no appraisal can ever be entirely comprehensive and the omission of any
particular building, feature or space in the village, should not imply that it is of
no interest.

Designation and Management (published 2019)3. With this regard, paragraph
1

Civic Amenities Act 1967. Available online at:
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/uk_act_chap69_1967_orof.pdf
2
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Section 69, 1a. Available online at:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69

3

Historic England ‘Conservation Area Appraisal, Designation and Management’, Advice Note 1 (Second
Edition), published February 2019. Available online at: https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
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Skidby

the east side of the village, with easy access to the A63 and the Humber Bridge,
creating considerable development pressures.
The Conservation Area boundary encapsulates the historic core of the village
and contains approximately 20 buildings within its scope. This includes 2 Listed
Buildings: Grade II* church of St Michael, and Grade II farmhouse 44 Main
Street. The purpose of designation is not to prevent any future change, but to
ensure that it is carefully managed to be sympathetic to the character and
appearance of the area. This ensures that the area can be preserved and, if
possible, enhanced, for both our enjoyment and that of generations to come.

Statement of Special Interest
Figure 1: Map of the East Riding of Yorkshire, with a pinpoint indicating the location of Skidby.

Skidby lies on the edge of the rolling farmlands of the South Wolds,

The significance and special character of the Skidby Conservation Area
can be defined as:
-

properties, farmhouses and agricultural outbuildings which ties

approximately 4 miles south of Beverley and 6 miles west of Hull. The village

the village to its agricultural history.

is a linear settlement which consists of both domestic and agricultural buildings,
originally centred around the parish church of St Michael. Architecturally the

-

have eroded the linear settlement form. The A164 is a few hundred yards from

The village greens and grass verges which create a sense of
spaciousness.

several village greens and grass verges which add to the rural character of the
village. Since the 1950s the village has expanded with infill developments that

The use of vernacular building materials and the notable presence
of brick lintels (often painted white).

village reflects vernacular building materials and designs that are typical of the
late-eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century. Along the main street there are

The mixture of 18th and 19th century vernacular domestic

-

The church of St Michael as a focal point along the historic Main
Street.
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Conservation area

Conservation Area Boundary Map

Proposed extension
Green spaces
Listed buildings
Buildings of significance
Key views

Figure 2: Conservation area boundary map.
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Boundary Changes

There is also evidence of Iron Age/Roman activity in the area with enclosures,

The conservation area has been slightly extended to include six further

field boundaries, trackways, and roads around the present village. Additionally,

buildings and remove one building, to create a stronger boundary around the

there have been various finds of pottery, coins, steelyard weight, brooch and

historic core of the village.

bangle just outside Skidby. These could be linked to the possible site of a

-

-

To the east of the village the boundary has been expanded to include

Roman Villa to the north-east of the village. These were central farmhouses

5 further eighteenth-century vernacular buildings, including the Grade

which cultivated and administered a large area of agricultural land, often built

II listed farmstead 44 Main Street.

and occupied by descendants of the pre-Roman local tribal leader on behalf of

Behind the church the boundary has moved to exclude the modern

the new regime.

house and garage at 71 Main Street, however the historic gateposts
-

remain within the conservation area.

Danish Origins

In the centre of the village the boundary has been amended to include

From its linear settlement form, it is believed that the present village was

an outbuilding neighbouring 60 Main Street.

founded around 892AD by the invading Danes who ranged at will, slaughtering
and confiscating lands, before settling in their conquered land. Yorkshire was

Historic Evolution

divided into the three Ridings, with the major Danish city of Jorvik established
as the centre of their new kingdom. Descendants of the Danish armies (the

Archaeology

sokemen) took up farming and created new roadside settlements. It is believed

The earliest surviving evidence for activity in the area is the site of an apparent

that the village was called Skyti-bý meaning a dwelling/farmstead/village bý

prehistoric linear earthwork to the west of the present village. This is an

owned by a person called Skyti (alternative suggestions include Skiði or Skítr).

artificial boundary that could have been used to mark land ownership, control

This prefix-suffix name is typical of Danelaw settlements, further indicating that

livestock, for defence, or used as a symbol. In the wider surrounding area there

the village has Scandinavian origins.

are further enclosures, cropmarks, ditches, and field systems, which indicate
the presence of small settlements, livestock enclosures, and storage for

Medieval, 972-1542

agricultural produce. Amongst these two arrowheads and five flakes of worked

Sometime in the ninth century, Skidby was acquired by Oswald, Archbishop of

flint were found, providing evidence of occupation dating back to the Early

York (972-992). By the time of the Norman Conquest (1066) Skidby was

Mesolithic-Early Bronze Age.

established as a small agricultural settlement, described in the Doomsday book
4

(1086) as a berewick or small manor cultivated by the monks or canons of
Beverley. The central manor house would have been a high-status residential
manor used as an administrative centre for the surrounding area, whilst the
village consisted of a series of crofts and tofts. The surrounding agricultural
area would have been organised under the open field system whereby land
was divided into strips/furlongs cultivated on rotation, leaving some land fallow
each year to repair soil fertility. Evidence of this activity survives around Skidby,
with examples of ridge and furrow ploughing, ditches, and banks to the south
of the present village.
In 1225-7 Walter de Grey, Archbishop of York (1215-1255) provided land for
a church in the village. This was likely a modest size building faced with ashlar

Figure 3: Field system around Skidby 1775.

stone and rubble infill, some of which survives today. Skidby remained under
ecclesiastical ownership until 1542, when the manor was exchanged with
Henry VIII following the Dissolution of the Monasteries (1536-1541).

Post-Medieval, 1600-1900
In the following years, the Manor of Skidby passed through various hands
before being sold to Trinity College Cambridge in 1619. The land and manor
house were rented to various landowners, with half yearly court leets where
the Lord’s Steward (often a local solicitor) ensured the freemen took pledges
to keep the peace (frankpledges) and acted as a judge for petty
misdemeanours. These commercial interests were extended with enclosure

Figure 4: Plan of enclosure 1793.
Ecclesiastical land is highlighted in purple and Trinity College land is highlighted in red.

from 1765 (formalised in the Skidby Enclosure Bill of 1793), whereby the open

The subsequent increased agricultural productivity encouraged building

fields surrounding the village were enclosed.

investment, with improvements made to the manor house and church. As well
5

as the additions of a poorhouse behind the church, a school on land given by

built on the site of the demolished poorhouse, which was subsequently

Trinity College (1815), Baptist church (1819), Wesleyan Chapel (1820), and

extended in 1858 and 1876. The ecclesiastical parish of Skidby was considered

rebuilt Windmill4 (1821). Whilst the village remained predominantly

large enough to be separated from Cottingham, providing the village with its

agricultural, there were limited industrial outlets to serve the immediate needs

own resident clergyman and associated Vicarage, built in 1855 and extended

of the local community. These included a ropery, joiner’s shop, wheelwright,

in 1863.

blacksmiths, and weavery, with a further lime kiln and chalk pits just outside
the village. Contemporary newspaper accounts depict Skidby as a small rural
community where the school closed for fruit pulling during the harvest, locals
enjoyed ploughing races, and the village came together for an annual school
feast provided by farmer’s wives.

Figure 6: Skidby pond 1888.

Figure 7: Cleaning Skidby pond 1905.

By the turn of the century, Skidby was a largely self-sufficient, agricultural
community supported by limited secondary industry. A new Wesleyan Chapel
built in 1902, leaving the former Chapel to be repurposed as a reading room
which was extended to create a village hall in 1928.

Figure 5: Map of Skidby 1855.

By the 1850s the village population had grown to 350, requiring enlarged and
updated community facilities. A new school and schoolmaster’s house were
Figure 8: St Michael’s Church 1900.
4

Skidby Windmill is located outside the conservation area and therefore is beyond the scope of this
appraisal, however there are many histories available online, including:

Figure 9: The Vicarage on Main Street 1905.

https://www.eastridingculture.co.uk/EasySiteWeb/EasySite/StyleData/culture/downloads/museums/skidbymill-history.pdf
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The War Years, 1914-1945

Figure 10: Skidby peace celebration 1919.

Post-War Expansion, 1950-1968

Figure 11: Remembrance Sunday 1932.

During the wars many villagers were conscripted and are commemorated on
war memorials within the church and churchyard, listing the names of 10
casualties as well as those who served. As a precaution a fire watch was

Figure 14: Map of Skidby 1968.

organised from the nearby windmill tower in WW2, although Skidby remained

Following the war Trinity College sold the manor house and surrounding lands.

fairly safe with the nearest bombs landing outside the village near Mount

This provided the land for infill housing estates and many houses were

Pleasant.

demolished in favour of replacement dwellings5. These were superseded by 12 storey brick semi-detached houses that were set back from the road with
small gardens, typical of the post-war building boom. However, this increased
development meant side roads were opened up, street enclosures were
removed, and the meres in the village green were filled in. This eroded the
linear street plan and introduced repetitive housing. As a result, Skidby and its
population grew exponentially from 672 in 1951 to 1072 in 1971. A new school

Figure 12: Main Street with Smithy 1920.

Figure 13: The village green pre-1955.

was opened in 1964 to accommodate the post-war baby boom, with the
former school building repurposed as a church hall.

5

Visible in the 1967 short film ‘The changing face of Skidby’. Available online at:
https://www.yfanefa.com/record/5823
7

Recent Developments, 2007-2021
Since the previous appraisal in 2007 the conservation area has remained largely
unchanged, with the exception of the conversion of the former Wesleyan
Methodist Chapel into domestic use. Outside the conservation area Skidby is
continuing to expand, with further infill developments and house extensions.
Figure 15: Main Street 1955.

Figure 16: Main Street 1967.

Suburbanisation, 1970-2007

It is likely that this trajectory will continue, necessitating ongoing care to
ensure that new developments are sympathetic to the conservation area.

In the following decades the public transport links to Hull were improved,
facilitating the need for commuter housing. Skidby was further expanded with
infill housing, doubling Skidby’s population to 1369 in 2001. These were
repetitive 1-2 storey brick houses packed tightly together with small gardens.
During this period many of the historic timber windows were replaced with
uPVC, concrete kerbs and unsympathetic traffic signage were introduced, and
close-boarded fencing started to creep in. These had a suburbanising effect on
Skidby, eroding the rural character of the settlement.

Figure 17: Map of Skidby 1968 overlaid with later infill housing developments.
8

Pre-1855
1855-1914
Post-1945

Figure 18: Conservation area phasing map.
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the east of the village.

Landscape Setting

Main Street

Topography
The East Riding Landscape Character Assessments (2018) identifies that Skidby
sits on the edge of the rolling farmlands of the South Wolds (Type 13c)6, where
the chalk landscape slopes down to the east. This low and fairly flat topography
lends itself to arable cultivation. The fields are generally rectilinear in pattern,
with little woodland or tree cover. This has encouraged the ongoing
agricultural cultivation of the area, resulting in the development of small
nucleated villages linked by minor roads.

The principle street through the conservation area, Main Street runs on a
west-east axis and sits within a shallow valley that slopes downwards in the
centre and meanders slightly. This sets the buildings at slightly different heights
which emphasises the position of St Michael’s church in the heart of the village,
with vantage over the linear village. The centre of the street consists of historic
C18-19 buildings which tend to have small front gardens or sit behind the
village greens. These buildings retain their historic C18-19 character, although
this has been weakened by modern infill and the use of uPVC windows.

Layout
Skidby was founded as a linear settlement whereby houses were aligned along

Natural Environment

a single axis, surrounded by associated enclosures, paddocks and fields. This is

Streetscape

typical of ninth-century Danish villages which were established as roadside

The streetscape of Skidby is fairly green with multiple grass verges and village

settlements on the vast fringes of wood and waste which surrounded the

greens which provide a sense of spaciousness around the historic core of the

cultivated lands of the older English

villages7.

However, this linear pattern has

since been eroded with post-war infill housing estates.

village. The building boundaries are low walls, fences, or hedges which
contribute to the sense of openness. High unnatural boundaries (such as walls
or fences) should be avoided to not detract from the rural character of the

The conservation area boundary extends from the former Vicarage 84 Main

village. These surroundings should be preserved or enhanced by any future

Street in the west of the village through to the farmyard of 44 Main Street in

development, or risk eroding the rural character of the village.

6

7

East Riding Landscape Character Assessment, Type 13c. Available online at:
https://downloads.eastriding.org.uk/corporate/planning/planning-policy-and-the-local-plan/landscapecharacter-assessment/Landscape%20Character%20Type%2013.pdf

This contrasts the earlier Anglican settlements which pre-dated the road system making each village a
centre from which roads radiate. Further discussion available in ‘The Danes in Lancashire and Yorkshire’
by SW Partington. Available online at: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/43910/43910-h/43910-h.htm
10

Open Spaces

of the notice period. At present there is one Tree Preservation Order in

The high level of infill housing estates means that there are limited open spaces

Skidby:

within Skidby. Any green spaces within the historic core of the village should

1. Covering the rear garden of 84 Main Street, noting the presence of 13

be protected to retain the rural character of the village. Within the

sycamore trees and 1 beech tree.

conservation area the following open spaces are identified:
1. The village greens to the east of St Michaels Church, including the

There are further trees which contribute to the natural character of the

space in front of 54-56 Main Street. This is the site of the former

conservation area and could warrant such protection in the future. Within the

smithy and two village ponds which were infilled post-1950. This green

conservation area the following trees are identified:

space creates a sense of spaciousness within the historic core of the

-

Mature beech tree in the front garden of 60 Main Street.

village.
2. The churchyard to the north and south of St Michael’s Church. The

Key Views and Vistas

raised ground level behind the church suggests this area contains

The key views and vistas are an important element of the setting of a

historic graves layered on top of each other. This green space also

conservation area. These should be preserved or enhanced when any

contributes to the setting of the church.

development is proposed in the area. Within the conservation area the

3. The village greens to the south of the former Vicarage, 84 Main Street.
This is the site of a large village pond which was infilled post-1950. This
creates an open space allowing a key view towards the church.

following key views and vistas are identified:
1. All views along Main Street looking towards St Michael’s Church in
both directions. The elevated position of the church allows it visibility
along Main Street overlooking its inhabitants, which historically served

Trees

to reinforce the power of the church. The prominence of the church

As trees are a key component to a village’s character, they are protected

means that it is a key landmark whilst traveling through Skidby and any

within a conservation area. Anyone proposing to fell, prune, lop or top a tree

open views of the church should be protected.

(of 75mm in trunk diameter when measured at 1.5m above ground level) needs
to give the council six weeks’ notice. If the council decides to oppose the

Due to the modern developments which have enclosed the village, there are

removal of the tree, a Tree Preservation Order will be made before the expiry

no identified key views looking outwards from the conservation area.

11

Figure 19: Eastern entrance into the Conservation Area.

Figure 21: Main Street.

Figure 20: Row of houses behind Village Green on Main Street.

12

Figure 22: St Michael’s Church.

13

Figure 23: Western entrance into the Conservation Area.

Figure 24: St Michael’s Churchyard.

Figure 25: Grass verge on Main Street leading to St Michaels Close.

Figure 26: Village green with street furniture.
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Built Environment
The buildings of Skidby are typical of vernacular architecture within rural
farming settlements in the East Riding. The earliest building in the village is the
Church of St Michael with C12 origins. Most of the buildings within the
conservation area are pre-1855 with some later additions in the early 1900s.
The scale of the buildings is predominantly well sized middle-class two storey
dwellings. These are simple rectangular plan-form brick buildings with
asymmetrical elevations, under gabled roofs covered in pantiles, often featuring
brick lintels above windows and doors (commonly painted white). This section
seeks to identify Skidby’s key buildings and the materials and features present
in the village, to inform the positive management of future development within
the conservation area.

Key Buildings
Listed Buildings
The conservation area contains 2 listed buildings within its boundary:
1. Grade II* Church of Saint Michael, Main Street (no.1103341). Parish
church with C12 origins which has been subsequently rebuilt and altered
over the centuries to adapt to changing uses. Arranged with 3 bay nave,
chancel to east, tower to west, and porch to south. Mixture of stonework
with rubble infill and C19 brick, under gradated slate tiled roof, with
attractive stained glass windows.
2. Grade II Middle Farm, 44 Main Street (no.1103340). Mid-C18
farmhouse and associated outbuildings. Arranged over 2 storeys with attic.

Historic brick in English Garden Wall bond, under steep pitched pantile roof,
with 3 bays of mirrored sash timber windows. Ties the village to its
agricultural history.
Full descriptions are available in Appendix 2 – Heritage Assets.
There are 2 further listed buildings outside the conservation area boundary
but close to the village:
1. Grade II* Skidby Mill and attached buildings (no.1103339). 1821 corn
windmill with later alterations, which remains in working order.
2. Grade II Outbuilding and stables to north of Skidby Mill (no. 1276984).
Buildings of Significance
As the special interest of the conservation area is the group value of its sum
parts, the loss of any of the 18th and 19th century buildings found within the
conservation area and the introduction of a modern replacement development
would negatively impact its significance. Due to their architectural and historic
interest the following buildings are identified of being particularly significant to
the conservation area:

1. Former Vicarage, 84 Main Street. 1855 vicarage which has been
subsequently extended and adapted for current use as a care home. Set
above road level, enclosed front garden by boundary wall, arranged over 2
storeys. Historic yellow brick under slate tiled roof with regular mirrored
windows and bay window at ground floor level.

2. Lodge. C19 lodge associated with the nearby Manor House. Arranged with
15

cruciform plan. Historic red brick with timber barge boards and decorative
chimney. On the site of a previous timber framed manor house (first referred
to in 1340) which was demolished late C19.

3. Former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel. 1902 by Gelder and Kitchen.
Arranged with chapel and side porch. Historic red brick with slate tiled roof.
Recently converted with rear extension for residential use.

4. Village Hall, 70 Main Street. 1820 built as Wesleyan Methodist Chapel.
Replaced by new chapel in 1902. Extended 1928 to create village hall.
Mixture of brick which has been partially painted, under pantile roof.
Remains in public use.

5. Former Church Hall. 1849 as a school. Extended 1858 and 1877. Historic
brick under slate tiled roof. Currently in residential use.

6. 60 Main Street. Pre-1852 grand house enclosed by front garden. Historic
red brick under slate tiled roof, with 3 bays of mirrored sash timber windows.

7. 69 Main Street. Late C19 house. Set slightly above road level, enclosed by
low boundary wall. Historic red brick under slate tiled roof, with 3 bays of
mirrored sash timber ‘2 over 2’ windows.

8. 58 Main Street. Pre-1852 farmhouse and outbuildings. Enclosed front
garden, arranged over 2 storeys with attic. Historic red brick, under steep
pitched pantile roof, with 3 bays of mirrored sash windows. Ties the village
to its agricultural history.

16

Figure 33: 60 Main Street.
Figure 27: St Michael’s Church.

Figure 30: Lodge.

Figure 28: 44 Main Street.

Figure 31: Former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel.

Figure 29: Former Vicarage.

Figure 32: Village Hall, 70 Main Street

Figure 34: 69 Main Street.

Figure 35: 58 Main Street.
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Materials and Features

century. These were then replaced with pantiles, which remain the dominant
roofing material in Skidby. Pantiles were made from alluvial clays found around

Walls

the Humber Estuary, that were dried into an ‘S’ shape and then fired in a kiln.

The majority of the historic buildings in Skidby are built from red brown brick

These were strong, fireproof, and lighter than thatch, and could be laid at a

arranged in the English garden wall bond, with one course of headers for every

lower pitch. Whilst the higher status buildings are covered in blue-grey welsh

three or five courses of stretchers. Brick is the dominant building material

slate tiles. These are very durable, impermeable, long lasting, low maintenance,

throughout much of the East Riding due to the local clays which are ideal for

and had to be transported making it a more expensive building material. This

brickmaking, with local manufacture dating back to the early fourteenth

acts as an indicator of higher status buildings and should be retained where

century. There is considerable variation in the colours of individual bricks, this

relevant. There are a couple buildings with modern concrete tiles which

is due to differences between local clays and varying firing times. Many of these

became popular after the Second World War as they are more durable than

buildings feature tumbled in brick gables, whereby the brickwork is laid

clay tiles, cost effective, and have a lifespan of 35-50 years. However, their

diagonally to form a series of triangles to provide weather protection to gable

shape and appearance are not in-keeping with historic building materials.

walls. Around 25% of these buildings have been finished in whitewash or white
paint, to provide a protective barrier to the brickwork. There are a couple

Chimneys

examples of concrete or pebbledash renders in Skidby. These require little or

Where the historic buildings are detached, the chimneys tend to be central

no maintenance and are fairly robust, however this can be too harsh on historic

gable end stacks with multiple ceramic pots. Where the buildings are terraced,

materials, creating visible damp and structural problems. It is also notable that

there are additional chimneys in an axial position. The stacks are a fairly simple

many of the traditional lime mortars have been replaced with harder NHL or

brick design with no set types or height.

cement, which can damage the historic buildings over time through differential
erosion.

Windows
The majority of the historic windows in Skidby have been replaced by PVC

Roofs and rooflights

windows which sit in historic openings. From the windows that survive and

Many of the historic buildings in Skidby have steep pitched roofs, suggesting

the size of the frames, it appears that originally Skidby would have been

they would have been thatched originally. Thatching was the dominant roofing

dominated by timber framed vertical sliding sash windows arranged with ‘6

material for farms and cottages across the East Riding until the mid-eighteenth

over 6’ or ‘8 over 8’ glass panes, likely filled with ‘crown glass’ which was made

18

by spinning hot glass on a punty rod. Whilst the slightly later buildings feature

doors to improve the load-bearing strength of these vulnerable points in the

timber framed vertical sliding sash windows arranged with larger ‘2 over 2’

buildings structure. 60 Main Street has a central keystone within the lintels,

glass panes, likely filled with ‘cylinder plate glass’ which was mouth blown,

this has no practical function and has been done for aesthetic purposes

scored, reheated, rolled, and then cooled. Where historic windows have been

indicating the high status of the building.

retained there is a presumption in favour of their retention, examples in the
following buildings have been identified:

Rainwater Goods

-

37 Main Street

The majority of the rainwater goods are painted black with the downpipes at

-

Middle Farm, 44 Main Street

the side of the buildings away from the main frontage. Originally these would

-

58 Main Street

have been cast iron, but most of these have since been replaced with uPVC.

-

60 Main Street

-

61 Main Street

Boundaries

-

69 Main Street

The majority of the buildings in the conservation area are fronted by low walls,

-

82 Main Street

fences, or hedges which contribute to the sense of openness. High unnatural
boundaries (such as walls or fences) should be avoided to not detract from the

Doors

rural character of the village.

The majority of the buildings in Skidby have 6 raised and fielded panel timber
doors with a rectangular glazed fanlight and brick lintel above (often painted

Street Furniture

white), sat in a simple timber architrave. The doors on the higher status

There are some benches, litter bins, streetlights, information map with village

buildings have pedimented decorative surrounds and a leaded flat hood to

history, and a cream coloured Kingston’s Communications K6 telephone box.

throw off the weather. This acts as an indicator of higher status buildings as it
requires additional skill and expense and should be retained where relevant.
Architectural Embellishment
Nearly all the buildings in the conservation area have brick lintels (often
painted white), this is a structural horizontal support used over windows and

19

Walls

Roofs

Chimneys

Windows

Architectural embellishment

Doors

Rainwater goods

Boundaries
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throughout the conservation area makes them a key component of

Management Guidelines

Skidby’s character, therefore these should be retained.

Recommended Materials
-

Any replacement rainwater goods should be of an architectural

The dominance of brick is important to the character of Skidby,

design and material that is sympathetic to the building and

therefore support will not be given to the rendering or addition of

conservation area. Where historic cast iron rainwater goods survive,

external insulation to the retained brick buildings where its

these should be retained and repaired.

application would negatively impact upon their character and
appearance.
-

-

Pantile is the dominant roof material in Skidby, therefore any
development should retain or re-introduce pantiles, with genuine

-

The sense of openness is a critical part of Skidby’s rural character,
therefore high unnatural boundaries should be avoided. Any new
boundaries should be of a design and material that retains the
spaciousness of the conservation area.

welsh slate where relevant.
-

-

Dormers and rooflights are not a feature of Skidby, therefore

Negative Elements

support would not be given to their introduction which would spoil

Within the conservation area there are elements that threaten the historic

the existing roofscape of the conservation area.

character and appearance of the village:

Timber windows are an integral part of the historic character of the
conservation area. Where historic windows have been retained

doors and rainwater goods has eroded the historic character of the

there is a presumption in favour of their retention, particularly the

village. Retention of surviving historic materials is recommended to

rare examples where historic glass survives. Any replacement

avoid further harm.

windows should be of an architectural design and material that is
sympathetic to the building and conservation area.
-

Timber doors are in-keeping with historic building design, therefore

2. Any addition of high unnatural boundaries (such as walls or fences)
which would erode the spaciousness of the village.
3. The introduction of unsympathetic concrete curbs, street lighting and

replacement of external doors facing the public highway should be of

traffic signage risks a suburbanising effect on the rural character of the

an architectural design and material that is sympathetic to the

village.

building and conservation area.
-

1. Modern replacements of historic materials in favour of uPVC windows,

The ubiquitous nature of the brick lintels (often painted white)

4. The installation of satellite dishes on front elevations which are visible
from the public highway.
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5. Any future developments which restrict views towards St Michael’s
Church.

Future Developments
It is recommended that any future developments within the conservation area
should reflect the historic pattern of buildings along Main Street, especially in

Management Actions

terms of scale and proportion. These should retain or reflect historic

The East Riding of Yorkshire Council are committed to preserve and, if

brickwork with traditional lime mortar and brick lintels (possibly painted

possible, enhance the conservation area in accordance with the relevant

white), pantiles (or welsh slate where relevant), timber windows and doors,

planning policies and legislation:

black guttering, with no visible introduction of dormers or rooflights. These

1. Planning applications will take into account the findings and
recommendations of this updated appraisal.

should seek to maintain the historic and rural character of the village, as well
as its sense of spaciousness by avoiding harsh unnatural boundary treatments.

2. Any developments that have the potential to impact on archaeological
remains, nature conservation and wildlife, trees, or building
conservation will be subject to specialist advice.
3. A photo record of the conservation area has been compiled, which
can act as an enforcement base where necessary.

Development Opportunities
There are limited spaces for new development within the conservation area.
Whilst development would be avoided on the green spaces of the former
village greens, there is opportunity to replace and enhance modern buildings
on the boundary line. There is potential for further infill and expansion outside
the conservation area boundary.
Further information is available in Appendix 3 – Development Management.
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Summary of Conservation Area

Key Views and Vistas: Due to modern developments which have enclosed
the village, there are no key views looking outwards. The church is a landmark

Defined Special Interest:
-

-

within the village and views towards it should be retained.

The mixture of C18-C19 vernacular domestic properties, farmhouses
and agricultural outbuildings which ties the village to its agricultural

Built Environment: The conservation area is dominated by red brick

history.

buildings under clay pantile roof tiles (with blue-grey welsh slate for the higher

The use of vernacular building materials and the notable presence of

status buildings), and feature brick lintels (often painted white).

brick lintels (often painted white).
-

The prominence of the village greens and grass verges which create a

Key Buildings: All of the C18 to early-C19 buildings positively contribute to

sense of spaciousness.

the historic character of the village. Of these 2 are listed buildings (St Michael’s

The central position of the parish church of St Michael on the historic

Church, 44 Main Street) and there are 8 buildings of significance (Former

Main Street.

Vicarage, Lodge, Former Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Village Hall, Former
Church Hall, 60 Main Street, 69 Main Street, 58 Main Street).

History: The village was founded in 972AD by the invading Danes and was
expanded as an agricultural village in the medieval period, benefitting from

Negative Elements: Much of the historic timber windows have been

enclosure in 1764. The majority of the buildings date after this period (C18 to

replaced for uPVC and there are unsympathetic infill developments adjacent

mid-C19), with rebuilding of the church and Manor House.

to the boundary line.

Landscape Setting: Skidby is located on low and fairly flat edge of the rolling

New Developments: New development within the conservation area is

farmlands of the Wolds, with large rectilinear fields with little woodland or

limited to replacement dwellings, although there is potential for infill and

tree cover. The streetscape is fairly green with open green spaces on the sites

expansion outside the boundary.

of the former village meres, hedges, and trees.
Open Spaces: The site of the former village ponds has provided key open
green spaces with key views towards the church.
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Appendix 1 – Relevant Legislation and Policies
In adopting and managing the conservation area the Authority are obliged to determine Planning
Applications in accordance with statutory planning legislation and national and local planning policies.
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires that in the
exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land in a conservation area, of any functions under or
by virtue of any of the provisions mentioned in subsection (2), special attention shall be paid to the
desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area.
National Planning Policy Framework
- Paragraph 197 of the NPPF advises that In determining applications, local planning authorities
should take account of a) the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage
assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; b) the positive
contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable communities including
their economic vitality; and c) the desirability of new development making a positive contribution
to local character and distinctiveness.
- Paragraph 198 of the NPPF advises that when considering the impact of a proposed development
on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s
conservation (and the more important the asset, the greater the weight should be). This is
irrespective of whether any potential harm amounts to substantial harm, total loss or less than
substantial harm to its significance.
- Paragraph 206 advises that local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new
development within Conservation Areas and within the setting of heritage assets, to enhance or
better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those elements of the setting that make
a positive contribution to the asset (or which better reveal its significance) should be treated
favourably.
- Paragraph 207 of the NPPF notes that not all elements of a Conservation Area or World Heritage
Site will necessarily contribute to its significance. Loss of a building (or other element) which
makes a positive contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site
should be treated either as substantial harm under paragraph 201 or less than substantial harm
under paragraph 202, as appropriate, taking into account the relative significance of the element
affected and its contribution to the significance of the Conservation Area or World Heritage Site
as a whole.
East Riding Local Plan
Policy ENV3 – Valuing our Heritage - Part B advises that the significance, views, setting, character,
appearance and context of heritage assets, both designated and non-designated should be conserved,
especially the key features that contribute to the East Riding’s distinctive character including those
elements that contribute to the special interest of the Conservation Areas, including the landscape
setting, open spaces, key views and vistas, and important unlisted buildings identified as contributing
to the significance of each Conservation Area in its appraisal.
In achieving high quality design for new development in conservations areas applications should be
submitted to comply with the requirements of Policy ENV1 – Integrating High Design – of the East
Riding Local Plan and Section 12 of the NPPF, most specially paragraph 127 and 130.
East Riding Local Plan Policy ENV1: Integrating High Quality Design

A. All development proposals will:
1. Contribute to safeguarding and respecting the diverse character and appearance of
the area through their design, layout, construction and use; and
2. Seek to reduce carbon emissions and make prudent and efficient use of natural
resources, particularly land, energy and water.
B. Development will be supported where it achieves a high quality of design that optimises the
potential of the site and contributes to a sense of place. This will be accomplished by:
1. Having regard to the specific characteristics of the site’s wider context and the
character of the surrounding area;
2. Incorporating an appropriate mix of uses on the site;
3. Having an appropriate scale, density, massing, height and material;
4. Having regard to the amenity of existing or proposed properties;
5. Having an adaptable layout for sites and/or buildings that takes into account the needs
of future users;
6. Having regard to healthy lifestyles;
7. Incorporating energy efficient design and arrangements to manage waste;
8. Incorporating hard and/or soft landscaping, alongside boundary treatment of an
appropriate scale and size, to enhance the setting of buildings, public space and views;
9. Promoting equality of safe access, movement and use;
10. Having regard to features that minimise crime and the perception of crime;
11. Considering the use of public art, where the sense of place and public access or view
would justify it;
12. Ensuring infrastructure, including green infrastructure and flood mitigation, are well
integrated into the development;
13. Incorporating, where possible, nature conservation and biodiversity enhancement
into the development;
14. Paying attention to the use of local materials, architectural styles and features that
have a strong association with the area’s landscape, geology and built form, with
particular attention to heritage assets; and
15. Safeguarding the views and setting of outstanding built and natural features and
skylines within and adjoining the East Riding, including those features identified in
Policies A1-A6.
C. Innovative design incorporating new materials and technologies will be supported where the
local context and sub areas, with their diverse landscapes, geologies, historical background and
built form, have been fully considered as part of the design process.
D. Where possible, the design of development that maximises the use of decentralised and
renewable or very low carbon technologies will be supported. This includes expecting that:
1. Chosen technology(ies) will be operationally suitable for the development, visually
acceptable and not unduly harm amenity; and
2. Larger developments will consider how to contribute/share technologies to meet part
of their energy needs, and/or increase the sustainability of existing or new development
nearby, and be capable of being adapted over time to further upgrade energy efficiency
and allow alternative occupancy and/or use.
National Planning Policy Framework
- Paragraph 127 - The creation of high quality, beautiful and sustainable buildings and places is
fundamental to what the planning and development process should achieve. Good design is a key
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aspect of sustainable development, creates better places in which to live and work and helps make
development acceptable to communities. Being clear about design expectations, and how these
will be tested, is essential for achieving this. So too is effective engagement between applicants,
communities, local planning authorities and other interests throughout the process.
- Paragraph 132 - Design quality should be considered throughout the evolution and assessment of
individual proposals. Early discussion between applicants, the local planning authority and local
community about the design and style of emerging schemes is important for clarifying
expectations and reconciling local and commercial interests. Applicants should work closely with
those affected by their proposals to evolve designs that take account of the views of the
community. Applications that can demonstrate early, proactive and effective engagement with
the community should be looked on more favourably than those that cannot.

- Paragraph 134 - Development that is not well designed should be refused, especially
where it fails to reflect local design policies and government guidance on design, taking
into account any local design guidance and supplementary planning documents such as
design guides and codes. Conversely, significant weight should be given to:
a) development which reflects local design policies and government guidance on
design, taking into account any local design guidance and supplementary planning
documents such as design guides and codes; and/or
b) outstanding or innovative designs which promote high levels of sustainability,
or help raise the standard of design more generally in an area, so long as they fit
in with the overall form and layout of their surroundings.
- Paragraph 135 - Local planning authorities should seek to ensure that the quality of approved
development is not materially diminished between permission and completion, as a result of
changes being made to the permitted scheme (for example through changes to approved details
such as the materials used).
- Paragraph 136 - The quality and character of places can suffer when advertisements are poorly
sited and designed. A separate consent process within the planning system controls the display of
advertisements, which should be operated in a way which is simple, efficient and effective.
Advertisements should be subject to control only in the interests of amenity and public safety,
taking account of cumulative impacts.

Appendix 2 – Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments
Grade

Reference
Date of Listing
Church of Saint Michael, Main Street
II*
1103341
7th February 1968
Church. C12 origins, early C13 nave, C14 chancel, C19 west tower of 1827 (on earlier foundations)
and south porch. Coursed squared rubble, with brick patching, brick to early C19 additions,
graduated slate roofs. 2-stage west tower, 3-bay nave with north aisle and south porch, 2-bay
chancel. West tower: stone base and battered brick sides up to belfry stage: band, round-headed
belfry openings, low parapet with corner pinnacles. Nave: two 2-light square-headed windows
with Perpendicular tracery to the west: one 3-light square-headed window with Decorated
tracery to east. Pointed south door to nave (with keystone) and south porch with pointed brick
arch and tumbled gable. Nave north side: 2-light square- headed window with Perpendicular
tracery to west, 3-light square-headed window with Perpendicular tracery to east. Chancel: 2
trefoil-headed lancets flanking an ogee-headed priests' door. 3-light pointed east window with

cusped intersecting tracery under a hoodmould with face stops. Low side lancet to west end of
north wall. Interior: plain, rendered and colour-washed. The north arcade has been removed.
Nave south wall: 2 niches, one a small lancet, the other a larger 4-centred opening. East wall of
the north aisle: 2 further niches with 4-centred arches. Chancel: a trefoil-headed niche at the west
end of the south wall, and an ogee-headed piscina at the east end.
44 Main Street
II
1103340
16 May 1988
House. Mid/late C18. Brown brick, pantiled roof. 2 storeys, 3 bays in symmetrical elevation.
Central C20 panelled door with overlight, flanked to right and to left by 16-pane sashes, all
under flat gauged brick arches. First floor: 3 similar sashes. Deep moulded brick eaves cornice,
end stacks, tumbled-in brick to raised gables on shaped kneelers.

Appendix 3 – Development Management
The Local Planning Authority are dedicated to managing its Conservation Areas in accordance with
the relevant Legislation and Policies. Development in a Conservation Area is controlled under the
requirements of the General Permitted Developments Orders, Town and Country Planning Act 1990,
Town and County Planning (Control of Advertisements) Regulations 2007 and the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Advice on development within a conservation area is
available on the Authority’s website. It is also recommended to submit a ‘pre-planning application’ to
determine if planning permission is needed and any constraints upon development, before submitting
an application.
Archaeology
Developments on a small and large scale have the potential to impact upon archaeological remains.
Any application for development will be subject to meetings archaeological requirements in the
submission, determination and post-decision periods. The Authority’s Historic Environment Records
and specialist archaeological advice is managed by the Humber Archaeology Partnership.
Nature Conservation and Wildlife
The Authority will determine applications for development in accordance with the Hedgerow
Regulations 1997, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, section 15 of the NPPF
(Conserving and enhancing the natural environment) and Policy ENV4: Conserving and enhancing
biodiversity and geodiversity of the East Riding Local Plan.
Trees
Trees in the Conservation Area are protected by the designation where they have a stem diameter
greater than 75mm (3 inches) when measured at 1.5 metres (5 feet) above ground level. Anyone
wishing to prune or remove a tree must seek the necessary permissions from the Authority. Enquiries
can be made to the Trees Department via the e-mail treesandlandscape@eastriding.gov.uk.
Building Conservation
The building Conservation team provide specialist advise on development to listed buildings and
within Conservation Area. General enquiries can be sent to buildingconservation@eastriding.gov.uk
and applications for specialist pre-application advice can be submitted via the Authority’s website.
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