Contact SaPTS
To book one of our courses or to find out more
please contact:

www.eastriding.gov.uk

SaPTS

Sensory and Physical
Teaching Service

specialistservices.hub@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk
(01482) 394000

Touchy Feely Picture
Once it has been established that braille is a suitable
medium for the pupil to learn, regular short sessions
are the most effective and braille needs to become
part of their daily learning.

The Specialist Services Hub
Springhead Lane
Anlaby Common
East Riding of Yorkshire
HU5 5YJ
For more information on support for Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities look on the East
Riding Local Offer www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk
or speak to a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
in your child’s school.
If you or someone you know would like this leaflet
in an adapted format or in Braille please let us know.

Teaching Braille

Braille? Why do
we decide to teach
children braille?

Current access to work

Additional needs

We consider if the pupil able to recognise words and
sentences in a font size of N18 or less? We would
normally teach braille to pupils using a font size of
N24 and above.

If the pupil has additional learning or physical
needs this will need to be considered. They may
struggle with their attention span and memory
which would make it more difficult for them to
learn braille.

This is font size N18.

This is font size N24.
Degenerative eye conditions
If the young person has been diagnosed with a
degenerative eye condition we would consider
teaching Braille, as they will need to prepared
so that they can access their work when their
vision deteriorates.

The decision to teach a pupil braille is a complex
one based on a range of factors. The things we
consider are:
Cognitive ability
Current access to work
Degenerative eye conditions
Additional needs
Stage of education
Cognitive ability
A pupil needs to be able to understand the
patterns of braille and how they can be used to
express text. If a pupil struggles with any formal
recording of their work, braille may not be
appropriate at this stage.

Stage of education
In many cases the learning of braille can be a slow
and long process although this varies from pupil
to pupil. We often teach braille early in a pupil’s
school career in preparation for the later years,
when the amount of text will make using large
print impossible. It is important not to wait for this
to happen and for the pupil to develop the skills
they need so that access to the curriculum is not
affected.
Where pupils experience a sudden vision loss during
the late stages of their secondary career, it can be
difficult to teach braille and also ensure they meet
their curriculum learning outcomes. In these cases it is
often technology which is used more effectively with
features, such as, voiceover and touch-typing being
more commonly taught.
Pre braille skills can be taught at a very early age and
can be centred around play based activities.
Children need to develop good tactile discrimination
skills before they can begin learning Grade 1 braille.
The speed at which a pupil acquires these skills can
vary hugely and teaching needs to be adapted to
meet the overall needs of the pupil.
(See image on next page).

