visual aids should be used to support learning
and concepts.
post and pre teaching may be necessary to support
the pupil, particularly when there is a new topic, to
introduce new vocabulary and consolidate concepts.
special arrangements may be required for
examinations, e.g. a live speaker for speaking and
listening examinations, to enable has access to lip
patterns. These arrangements should be in place
prior to formal assessments to ensure the pupil is
able to experience these conditions.
Transition
Moving to a new setting can be daunting for any child and
young person, but for a pupil with hearing loss can be
particularly unsettling. Transition to the secondary school
from primary settings and then onto further education
settings must be managed effectively by school staff.
Some ideas below will be useful to ensure a smooth
transition for the hearing impaired pupil at any age:
arrange a meeting for teachers and support staff
from both the current and new setting, parents/
carers, Teacher of the Deaf and the pupil to create a
transition action plan.
arrange additional visits for the pupil to the new
setting – try to enable the hearing impaired pupil to
experience a lesson, visit the dining hall/canteen and
explore the school/college.
ask the Teacher of the Deaf to visit the new setting
to assess the acoustic environment.
create a photo book with the pupil, i.e. key school
staff, main areas of interest e.g. learning support
department, form room, lockers etc.

For further support and guidance about including
a hearing impaired pupil into secondary school
please do not hesitate to contact the pupil’s
Teacher of the Deaf at SaPTS.

www.eastriding.gov.uk

Contact SaPTS
Contact the Sensory and Physical Teaching Service (SaPTS)
by email, phone or post:
specialistservices.hub@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk
(01482) 394000
The Specialist Services Hub
Springhead Lane
Anlaby Common
East Riding of Yorkshire
HU5 5YJ
For more information on support for Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities look on the East Riding Local Offer
www.eastridinglocaloffer.org.uk or speak to a Special
Educational Needs Co-ordinator in your child’s school.
If you or someone you know would like this leaflet in an
adapted format or in Braille please let us know.

SaPTS

Sensory and Physical
Teaching Service

Inclusion of Hearing
Impaired Pupils into
Secondary Schools

Every child and young person has the right to
access good quality teaching and learning at their
secondary school setting.
For those pupils with a hearing impairment, they will
face additional challenges to their hearing peers as they
progress through their secondary education. The guidance
included in this leaflet is designed to support school staff
to make the necessary changes and provide positive
interventions to ensure the hearing impaired pupil can fully
access the school curriculum.
Pupils with hearing loss will most often use hearing aid
devices to help them to hear and listen. There are three
types of devices, including, digital hearing aids, cochlear
implants and Bone Conduction Implants / Bone Anchored
Hearing Aids (BAHA).
By secondary school age, most pupils are independent users
of their hearing devices and will be able to recognise when
there is a problem with their equipment. School staff can
support pupils by helping them to check and maintain their
aids using a hearing aid care pack (provided by the SaPTS).
It is important that pupils are consistent wearers of their
aids and teachers and support staff should encourage
pupils where necessary and speak to a pupil’s Teacher of
the Deaf if they feel inconsistent use is becoming an issue.
Some pupils will also use radio hearing aid technology to
support their listening and further guidance regarding such
equipment is available from the Teacher of the Deaf and in
the SaPTS Radio Hearing Aid Technology leaflet.

School staff can support hearing impaired pupils by:
reducing the amount of hard floors by carpeting
classrooms.
fitting rubber stoppers onto chair and table legs
– particularly in areas where having carpets is not
practical, i.e. science laboratories.
putting up display boards around the classroom to
reduce the amount of bare, hard walls.
fitting blinds and curtains at windows and keeping these
closed to prevent sound reflection.
fitting acoustic tiles and panels on ceilings and walls.
keeping all doors and windows closed to prevent
additional noise filtering through.
turning off IT equipment, i.e. projectors, computers etc.
when not in use.
monitoring noise levels from heaters, air conditioning
units and repairing if excessive noise due to faults and
turning off when not required.
placing felt or another material into the bottom of pen
pots and at the back of drawers.
monitoring and managing additional background noise
made by pupils.

The Listening Environment

Teaching and Learning

Whilst a hearing impaired pupil will probably be wearing
a hearing device, the effectiveness of this technology will
depend on their listening environment. Good acoustics are
necessary to help pupils listen and often schools present
challenging listening environments.

Hearing impaired pupils face additional challenges in their
learning compared with their hearing peers. For example,
pupils with hearing loss will not learn incidental language,
i.e. by overhearing and there will be many words and
concepts that the hearing impaired pupil will not have
heard of which a hearing pupil of the same age will.

The main issues, which cause hearing impaired pupils
difficulties, in classrooms and other school situations are
background noise and reverberation and echo (when
sounds reflect around a room causing poor sound quality).
Lots of hard surfaces in a room will cause sounds and noise
to reflect around the environment.

Pupils with hearing loss use various strategies to help them
work out what the speaker has said, i.e. lip reading, clues from
facial expression and gesture etc. Some hearing impaired
pupils use sign language either as their main communication
method or to support their communication and learning.

Sometimes hearing impaired teenagers will experience
social esteem issues as they feel isolated from their
learning and social situations. As hearing impaired pupils
often miss what has been said, they may also miss out on
key information about social events, or feel embarrassed
by constantly asking for repetitions to be made.
To enable hearing impaired pupils to have a positive
learning experience there are simple, but effective
communication strategies which teachers and school
staff can apply.
School staff can support hearing impaired pupils by:
positioning the hearing impaired pupil in an optimum
place for listening. This is close to the front of the
class/assembly hall, but towards the side so that they
can easily view and hear the teacher and their peers.
key vocabulary, instructions and homework should be
written up on the board to allow the pupil to follow
the lesson easily.
teachers must avoid speaking and moving around
classrooms at the same time and writing on the
board whilst speaking to ensure the pupil has good
access to lip reading.
teachers should always repeat the contributions
made by all pupils.
key information about school events should be made
available in written forms e.g. newsletter/flyers.
when media, such as DVDs and film clips, are used
in lessons, subtitles, scripts and summaries must be
provided for the pupil to ensure full access to these
learning opportunities.
during group work or partner work sessions, the
background noise in the classroom will increase.
Where possible the hearing impaired pupil’s group
should work in a quiet area away from the classroom
and information provided on a sheet so the pupil
can follow the activity. Pupils must be encouraged to
speak one at a time.

